Immunosuppression-associated lymphoproliferative disorders in rheumatic patients.
The association between rheumatic disease and the occurrence of hematolymphoid neoplasms has been a subject of investigation for many years. Recently, we and others have reported the development in rheumatic patients of lymphoproliferative disorders that are similar to those occurring in patients with known immunocompromised states. The lymphoid neoplasms that develop in patients with immunosuppression are characterized by several features including the presence of EBV genome in the neoplastic cells. The fact that lymphomas with features of those occurring in immunosuppressed patients can occur in patients with rheumatic disease suggests that immune system impairment secondary to the rheumatic disease, the treatment given for the rheumatic disease, or to a combination of these factors, might play a role in the development of lymphoma in these patients. This review will first describe the characteristics of lymphoproliferative disorders that occur in patients with known immunocompromised states. It will then review general aspects of lymphomas in rheumatic patients with a focus on more recent reports that have described the development of immunosuppression-associated lymphoproliferative disorders in rheumatic patients. Studies that investigate the relative contribution of the rheumatic disease versus therapy for rheumatic disease in the development of lymphoma in this patient group are still needed.